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HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE
OF DARRELL RICCI

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 13, 2022

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the extraordinary life of Marine
Corps veteran, accomplished dairy farmer,
and American patriot Darrell Ricci.

Darrell Ricci was born in 1935 and raised
on his family’s dairy farm in Snohomish,
Washington. He was an active member of the
Future Farmers of America (FFA). In 1953,
Darrell received the Star State Dairy Farmer
Award and graduated from Monroe High
School. Darrell was then awarded the Amer-
ican Farmer Degree, the highest degree
achievable in the National FFA Organization
due to his hard work and dedication. Darrell
also attended Washington State College to
study animal science. Towards the end of the
Korean War, Darrell enlisted in the United
States Marine Corps. He served for two years
in Twentynine Palms, California and Brem-
erton, Washington. While in the Marine Corps,
Darrell met his sweetheart, Joanne Cicelski.
They got married and began their life together
in Snohomish Valley.

Darrell and Joanne were innovative and ac-
complished dairy farmers. Darrell was one of
the first dairy farmers to utilize artificial insemi-
nation with All-West Breeders. He used the
“Ricville” prefix for over fifty years to identify
his purebred Holsteins. In 1976, Darrell and
Joanne were awarded the Washington State
Dairy Family of the Year. Darrell was a mem-
ber with the Washington State Holstein Asso-
ciation, serving as Snohomish North-King Hol-
stein Club president, state director, and state
president. The Riccis won many awards for
their incredible achievements in breeding and
showing registered Holsteins along with their
contributions to the dairy industry.

Darrell also cared greatly for his local com-
munity. He served on the Snohomish School
Board for several terms and was an active
member of St. Michael Catholic Church and
later Maltby Christian Assembly. On behalf of
New York’s 21st District, | am honored to rec-
ognize my great-uncle Darrell Ricci’'s extraor-
dinary life of exemplary service to his country
and community. His contributions to the Wash-
ington State dairy farming industry cannot be
understated. It is my hope that his diligent
work ethic, integrity, and commitment to public
service will be carried on by those who knew
and loved him.

THOMAS CECIL HARMAN
OBITUARY

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 13, 2022

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, | include in the RECORD the following
obituary for Thomas “Tommy” Cecil Harman.

Tommy was the loving husband of Bobbie
Sue Harman with whom he celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary on January 1, 2022.
He was the father of Andrea Harman Duncan
(Mark) and Jason Thomas Harman (Chris-
tina). His six grandchildren, whom he loved
and cherished, are Abbie and Austin Duncan
and McElson, Madison, Jase, and Jacob Har-
man. He is also survived by loving brothers-
in-law and sisters-in-law, loving nieces and
nephews, a special aunt and uncle, and many
dear friends. He was predeceased by his par-
ents, Layman and Ganelle Harman and
brother, Archie L. Harman.

Tommy was born on December 6, 1950. He
attended Lexington 1 schools and then
Clemson University where he graduated in
1973 with a degree in Financial Management.
He was employed by the Lexington State
Bank from 1973-1995 where he was vice-presi-
dent, loan officer, and in human resources.
He was then President and CEO of the Lex-
ington Chamber of Commerce from 1995-1999
and later head of public relations for Pond
Branch Telephone Company (PBT Telecom),
which later became Comporium, until his re-
tirement in 2015.

Tommy tirelessly served his family, com-
munity, and church. He has been a member
of Lexington Baptist Church for 50 years
where he served terms as a deacon, served on
the kindergarten and stewardship commit-
tees, was a former church treasurer, former
children’s Sunday school teacher, and a
faithful servant in many other ways.

Tommy was the charter president of the
Lexington Sertoma Club, where he remained
a member and leader for 45 continuous years.
He led many fundraising projects including
his idea of celebrating ‘‘Big Thursday’ with
Carolina and Clemson fans each October. The
club has been able to provide funding for
speech and hearing projects and help the
community of Lexington through this event.

Tommy headed up the Lexington Commu-
nity Committee ‘‘Power Up Lunch’ for busi-
nesses from 2003 to 2013. He served several
terms on the Board of Directors for the
Batesburg-Leesville and Lexington Cham-
bers of Commerce. He was a former member
of the Batesburg-Leesville Rotary Club and
the Gilbert Ruritan Club. He was also a 1997
Leadership Lexington graduate.

Because of his community work, Tommy
received numerous awards. Among these are
the 2015 State of South Carolina Order of the
Silver Crescent, the A. L. Harman award by
the Lexington Chamber of Commerce, and
the Lexington Sertoma Club Achievement
Award.

Tommy loved helping coach his son Ja-
son’s baseball and basketball teams. He
greatly enjoyed Clemson sporting events
with family and friends. He loved traveling
and especially enjoyed planning trips. He
was proud of the fact that he had visited 54
National Parks and every state in the United

States. He loved to take his family and
friends to show them the beautiful parks and
God’s handiwork. He truly loved life and he
loved living it. More than anything else, he
loved Jesus Christ and wanted everyone to
know about the power of God’s saving grace.

Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m.
on Monday, May 2, 2022 at Lexington Baptist
Church with interment to follow at Lex-
ington Memorial Cemetery. The family will
receive friends from 4:00-7:00 p.m. on Sunday,
May 1, at Caughman-Harman Funeral Home,
Lexington Chapel.

———

RECOGNIZING MEDGLOBAL’S HU-
MANITARIAN MISSIONS TO
UKRAINE

HON. MARIE NEWMAN

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 13, 2022

Ms. NEWMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the selfless and heroic
work of the nurses, doctors, and staff of
MedGlobal, a humanitarian and health non-
governmental organization based in Chicago
Ridge, lllinois, on their recent medical mis-
sions to Ukraine. To date, MedGlobal, which is
headquartered in lllinois’ Third Congressional
District, has helped train nearly 1,000 Ukrain-
ian doctors in 8 hospitals in Lviv, Ukraine, and
brought nearly $1 million worth of life saving
medical supplies generously donated by the
American people to help Ukrainians in need.

On March 9, 2022, the MedGilobal team of
health care providers departed Chicago, llli-
nois, and arrived in Warsaw, Poland, the fol-
lowing day. The group brought with them des-
perately needed medical supplies and medica-
tions requested by Ukrainian doctors working
at hospitals in Lviv. The team traveled by bus
from Warsaw to the Polish-Ukrainian border
and completed a nearly 45-mile trek through
Ukraine to reach Lviv. After a successful mis-
sion, the providers made their safe return on
March 13.

On April 4, 2022, another MedGlobal team
deployed from Chicago to Lviv, and over the
course of their mission provided training to
Ukrainian doctors in mass casualties, chemical
weapons, and management of trauma pa-
tients. After another successful mission, the
team made their safe return on April 10.

During each trip, Lviv endured multiple
bombings from Russian long-range missiles,
causing the MedGlobal teams to seek refuge
in bomb shelters several times in response to
sirens. But this did not deter these individuals
from taking the risk to discharge their humani-
tarian duty and complete their mission.

Madam Speaker, | wish to thank the fol-
lowing individuals who took part in these ef-
forts and recognize their selfless acts of cour-
age bringing vital access to care to Ukrainians
caught in the horror of war. The members of
the March trip include Dr. Hena Ibrahim,
Azeen Ibrahim, Dr. John Kahler, Dr. Riley
Jones, Dr. Irina Lelik, Dr. Susan Buratto, and
Rita Vaitauskaite, RN. The members of the
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April trip include Dr. Judah Slavkovsky, Dr.
Nahreen Ahmed, Dr. Kathleen Galagher, Dr.
Christopher Miller, Dr. John Peter McBryde,
Dr. Tanya Bucierka, Dr. Mila Felder, Ismail
Ajooka, Lauren Cohen, Tonya Sompalli, Erica
Havelka, Tim Conley, Scott and Maria Ruden,
and Jessica Szotak, RN. The teams were led
by my dear friend, Dr. Mohammed Zaher
Sahloul, the co-founder and president of
MedGilobal and a respected leader in Chicago.
Many of these health care providers also call
my district home, while others live around the
Chicago land region or other states. They re-
flect the very best of America, and | could not
be prouder to represent many of them and
recognize their service today.

———

WOMEN’S REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 12, 2022

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | thank
Congresswoman JAYAPAL and Congress-
woman MALONEY, for leading today’s special
order on the threat to reproductive rights and
the devastating impact that the loss of our
rights would have on communities and fami-
lies.

Reproductive rights have constantly been at
risk since Roe vs. Wade became the law of
the land almost 50 years ago. But never have
they been in jeopardy as much as they are
today.

The recent disclosure of the U.S. Supreme
Court’s draft opinion in the Dobbs case shows
just how precarious reproductive rights are in
the United States.

By imposing their personal views and im-
petuous whim, the five justices who support
that opinion could eliminate essential rights
that are Constitutionally protected, relied upon
by American society, and supported over-
whelmingly by the American people.

Yet, these five Supreme Court Justices—
who embody antiquated, regressive views—
could turn the clock back to days when
women did not have the right to control their
bodies or their reproductive health.

In fact, by basing the draft opinion on a
strict textualist interpretation of the U.S. Con-
stitution, the five renegades would be issuing
an opinion that reverses a whole roster of
Constitutionally protected rights, even beyond
reversing Roe vs. Wade.

If the draft opinion is issued, these five ju-
rists would be doing exactly what they testified
under oath at their confirmation hearings that
they would not do. It seems clear to me that
they were not forthcoming—even worse, they
were not truthful—when they testified to the
U.S. Senate under penalty of perjury.

The myopic rationale on which the draft
opinion is based reveals a lack of fidelity to
the principle of stare decisis, despite the
claims to the contrary that each of the five
made when asked about the Roe case at their
confirmation hearings.

Equally tragically, if the draft opinion in the
Dobbs case becomes law without major
changes, it will open the floodgates for states
to curtail women’s reproductive rights in myr-
iad nefarious ways. Many states have already
enacted laws which severely restrict access to
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abortions and other reproductive rights, and
many more have accelerated the process to
follow that path.

These are tragically just the latest in a long
history of conservative efforts to marginalize
women by eliminating our reproductive rights.
These draconian efforts have an impact that
disrupts every aspect of women’s lives, ex-
tending to their educational plans, economic
status, career paths, family choices, and role
in society.

Restrictions on reproductive rights have a
disproportionate effect on low-income individ-
uals and women of color.

Low-income individuals and people of color
face a range of worse health outcomes than
higher income individuals and white people.

These worse outcomes are the result of
higher barriers to quality health care, higher
rates of stress, poorer living and working con-
ditions, and, for people of color, racial discrimi-
nation.

People of color and low-income individuals,
experience the highest rates of unintended
pregnancy, partially because of barriers to ac-
cessing quality family planning services and

contraception, lack of insurance coverage,
and, for racial minorities, discrimination in
health care.

Because of this, low-income people and
people of color have higher rates of abortion,
as abortion rates mirror rates of unintended
pregnancy.

According to the Center for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC), in 2018 the reported
legal abortions in Texas broken down by race
were:

White: 27 percent

African American: 27 percent

Hispanic: 39 percent

Other: 7 percent

Because people of color are disproportion-
ately low income, they are also disproportion-
ately impacted by abortion restrictions: policies
such as early abortion bans, and mandatory
waiting periods disproportionately hurt people
of color, who are less likely to be able to miss
work to travel to far-away clinics. Abortion re-
strictions put the health of people of color at
risk.

According to the CDC, Black, American In-
dian, and Alaska Native pregnant people are
nearly two to three times as likely to die from
pregnancy-related complications than white
people.

A new study by Dr. David Eisenberg, a
board-certified obstetrician-gynecologist, esti-
mates that Texas SB 8's new restrictions on
women’s health could cause increases in ma-
ternal mortality of up to 15 percent overall,
and up to 33 percent for Black women next
year.

Texas Senate Bill 8, or the “Texas Heart-
beat Act” which has recently been passed in
my home state restricts access to abortion
and is one of the harshest laws regarding
abortion access in the Nation.

According to the Guttmacher Institute, be-
fore the ban, the average woman of child-
bearing age in Texas lived 17 miles from the
nearest abortion provider, now, the average
driving distance is 247 miles.

This ban is a clear violation of the right to
abortion established by the Supreme Court’s
landmark 1973 Roe v. Wade decision.

The Roe Court rooted its decision in the
right to personal privacy, connecting it to other
fundamental rights of self-determination such
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as the freedom to marry, the freedom to pro-
create or use contraception, and the right to
make one’s own decisions about child rearing
and education.

The Roe Court also rejected the argument
that an embryo or fetus constitutes a “person”
for purposes of the Fourteenth Amendment to
the Constitution.

Nearly two decades later, in 1992, the Su-
preme Court reaffirmed the basic right to ter-
minate a pregnancy but weakened Constitu-
tional safeguards surrounding abortion in
Planned Parenthood of Southeastern Pennsyl-
vania v. Casey.

However, the Casey Court concluded that
states could enact certain types of pre-viability
regulations to protect fetal life, holding that
abortion, “the liberty protected by the Due
Process Clause,” is only protected “where
state regulation imposes an undue burden on
a woman’s ability to make this decision.”

In the decades following Casey, many
states sought to reduce or eliminate abortions:
Texas, for example, passed a law requiring
abortion clinics to meet ambulatory surgical
center standards even though other providers
of procedures such as colonoscopies and
liposuction—which have far higher mortality
rates—were subject to none of the same regu-
lations .

In 2016, the Supreme Court in Whole Wom-
an’s Health v. Hellerstedt held by a margin of
54 that this Texas law was unconstitutional,
and also struck down a provision of the same
law that required physicians performing abor-
tions in Texas to have active admitting privi-
leges at a hospital within 30 miles of their fa-
cilities.

Today, we see the state of Texas once
again attempting to curtail women’s constitu-
tional right to terminate pregnancy through SB
8.

SB 8 bans abortions at around six weeks
into the gestation period, when fetal cardiac
activity can be detected, which falls before
many people even know that they are preg-
nant.

The bill doesn’t stop there, as the enforce-
ment of the law by private citizens is
incentivized.

This law places a bounty on people seeking
healthcare—a minimum of $10,000 plus costs
and attorneys’ fees—to the individual who suc-
cessfully brings a suit under the law’s private
right of action.

Not since the Fugitive Slave Act has a law
been enacted that turns people into bounty
hunters to hunt people for profit in the pursuit
of enforcement of an unjust immoral law.

This empowers any private citizen—includ-
ing but not limited to, antichoice extremists,
ex-partners, assaulters, and strangers—to sue
any person or organization that helps some-
one access abortion care after about six
weeks of pregnancy.

SB 8 promotes, encourages, and will lead to
vigilante justice, which many anti-choice orga-
nizations and activists actively try to deny. The
law, and how it is enforced, is purposefully de-
signed to have a chilling effect on a deeply
private decision.

The private right of action also provides a
tool for harassing abortion providers with cost-
ly lawsuits, discouraging them from providing
services, and limiting access to reproductive
healthcare.

As anti-choice activists continue to face
questions and criticism, they will continue to
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distort the reality of the law and deflect atten-
tion from its enforcement mechanism.

However, the effect of the enforcement
mechanism is already in the making, as anti-
abortion groups in Texas have already set up
anonymous tip lines to allow individuals to act
on their vigilante desires to punish people for
making a personal decision.

This is why, in October 2021, | introduced
H.R. 5710, the “Preventing Vigilante Stalking
that Stops Women’s Access to Healthcare and
Abortion Rights Act of 2021”; my Senate com-
panion bill S.3057 .

This bicameral bill will enhance criminal
penalties under the federal stalking statute if
the stalking is done with the intent to prevent
or report on a woman’s health decisions. This
bill does not include any mandatory mini-
mums.

The “Preventing Vigilante Stalking that
Stops Women’s Access to Healthcare and
Abortion Rights Act of 2021” will save lives—
not only for women seeking essential
healthcare services; it would also stop the
threats poised by abusive partners who may
feel emboldened by this heinous Texas law.

Thus far, SB 8 has accomplished exactly
what it was meant to: the law’s in terrorem ef-
fect has forced women to flee the state in
order to obtain a safe and legal abortion.

For example, at 21 years old, Texas college
student Madi was a senior in college when
she discovered that she was pregnant. Madi
was in a committed relationship and on birth
control, and did not experience any early preg-
nancy signs until the nine-week mark, which
she initially chalked up to the typical stress of
being a senior and starting a new semester.

Madi immediately began to research nearby
clinics across state lines, because SB8 pre-
vented her from obtaining an abortion in
Texas.

Madi called more than 30 clinics in Lou-
isiana, Alabama, Kansas, Oklahoma, and Ne-
vada—they were all booked for weeks.

Eventually, Madi was able to obtain an ap-
pointment at Jackson Women’s Health in Mis-
sissippi, more than 400 miles away.

Another example is lanthe Davis, who at
just over six weeks pregnant ended her bar-
tending shift at 4 a.m. one morning in Dallas
in order to drive three three hours up Inter-
state 35 to Trust Women clinic in Oklahoma
City.

ghe was treated by Dr. Rebecca Taub, an
obstetrician and gynecologist who travels once
a month from California to perform abortions
for women.

After the procedure, Davis drove home; ac-
cording to Davis on the need for the proce-
dure, “If | don’t work, | don’t make money.”

A Texas woman, an Oklahoma clinic, a Cali-
fornia doctor: this scene offers a snapshot of
the landscape under this horrific Texas law
that bans nearly all abortions after an embry-
onic heartbeat is detected.

And there is Dr. Alan Braid, who was sued
in Arkansas and lllinois for carrying out an
abortion on a woman who was in the early
stages of her pregnancy but beyond the six-
week limit set by the law.

Dr. Braid, who has been practicing medicine
for nearly 50 years, wrote in a September 18
opinion column in the Washington post that: “I
acted because | had a duty of care to this pa-
tient, as | do for all patients, and because she
has a fundamental right to receive this care.”

As Dr. Braid demonstrates, this law places
doctors in the impossible position of either
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obeying an unjust law or upholding their Hip-
pocratic oath.

In addition to this heinous privatization of
vigilante bounty hunters, the law has an en-
forcement mechanism that is uniquely crafted
to be difficult to challenge in court.

Unlike other laws that restrict abortion ac-
cess, SB 8 does not allow for any state offi-
cials to enforce the statute.

Rather, the lone enforcement mechanism is
a private right of action that allows any indi-
vidual who knowingly engages in or intends to
engage in “conduct that aids or abets the per-
formance or inducement of an abortion” in vio-
lation of the six-week ban.

SB 8's enforcement structure represents a
deliberate and disturbing effort by the State of
Texas to evade judicial scrutiny long enough
for a clearly unconstitutional law to take effect.
Through this enforcement mechanism, a deep-
ly troubling precedent is set.

This precedent could be followed by other
states aiming to undermine the constitutional
right to abortion, but for any state efforts to
undermine any other of our rights protected by
the constitution.

If this enforcement mechanism found in SB
8 is to stay, the similar measures can be uti-
lized by any state in order to slowly chip away
at constitutional rights.

This bill also willfully ignores the fact that
many women will not know they are pregnant
at the six-week mark, and this will dispropor-
tionately effect women who are struggling to
make ends meet, and women of color.

Even if a woman did know that she was
pregnant within the narrow six-week period al-
lowed by SB 8, it is not always possible for
someone to get an abortion as soon as they
have made that decision.

Many things can stand in their way, from not
being able to afford it, travel distance to a clin-
ic, not being able to get off work, or barriers
put in place by politicians, such as bans on
abortion coverage; or they may get new infor-
mation about their health or their pregnancy.

Ensuring that everyone can get reproductive
health care, including abortion is part of ad-
dressing racial and economic injustice.

Our Nation is amid a racial reckoning and
transformation and we must unite against rac-
ism and discrimination and this will always in-
clude ending policies that deny people equi-
table access to healthcare, including abortion.

Forcing someone to continue a pregnancy
against their will is simply a violation of their
rights and their basic humanity.

The deeply private decision-making process
of accessing abortion care is essential to
women’s bodily autonomy, and SB 8 greatly
infringes on that of the people in my home
state.

One of the most important and consequen-
tial decisions we as people ever make is
whether we become parents, and these re-
strictions were designed to control, dehuman-
ize, and criminalize women and their doctors.

We need to ensure that all people have ac-
cess to the reproductive health care that they
need, including access to abortion.

Once someone has decided to seek abor-
tion care, | want them to be able to have ac-
cess to safe and affordable medical care. |
want them to be supported, not restricted by
laws that dictate their decision or place unnec-
essary barriers on the process.

The decision to have an abortion should
happen between those seeking abortions, and
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their doctors—there is no place for the Gov-
ernor of Texas, the Texas Legislation, or any
other individual to control this private decision.

The Texan government needs to trust peo-
ple to make decisions for their own lives, their
own bodies, and their own futures, and | trust
Texans to always do what is right for them-
selves and those they love.

Those seeking abortion should not be pun-
ished or shamed for having an abortion but
supported and treated with compassion.

SB 8 and other laws like it are the antithesis
to what this country is supposed to be about,
which is having the freedom to make your own
life.

| have heard some say that this bill is pop-
ular in Texas, and that is not the case.

A poll done by NPR found that a clear ma-
jority of Americans, specifically 59 percent of
Republicans, 61 of Democrats and 53 percent
of independents, oppose a ban on abortions at
the 6-8 week mark.

Furthermore, the poll found that 74 percent
of those polled opposed legal action by private
citizens—which broken down was 57 percent
of Republicans, 90 percent of Democrats, and
74 percent of Independents.

To say this legislation is popular or is at the
wishes of the constituents is a lie.

It's egregious to be focused on outlawing
something that most Americans believe should
be a personal decision, as a pandemic rav-
ages our communities and basic health care
needs go unmet.

———

RECOGNIZING THE CENTENNIAL
ANNIVERSARY OF F.0. BARDEN
AND SON, INC.

HON. JACK BERGMAN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 13, 2022

Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, it is my
honor to recognize the 100th Anniversary of
F.O. Barden and Son, Inc. of Boyne City,
Michigan. Through its century of service and
steadfast devotion to their community, F.O.
Barden and Son, Inc. has become a local
landmark and an indispensable part of Michi-
gan’s First District.

Frank Orin Barden was born on a farm in
Nunica, Michigan, on February 3, 1876. Frank
cultivated a passion for hard work from his up-
bringing on the family farm, leading him to
start working at a young age with local lumber
camps on Lake Michigan. For his education,
he attended Davenport Institute in Grand Rap-
ids to receive business training and began
working in the lumber industry in several posi-
tions—eventually becoming manager in dif-
ferent mills across the state. After working for
several Michigan companies, such as the
Michigan Trust Company, the Boyne City Rail-
road, and Boyne Lumber, Frank created F.O.
Barden & Sons Lumber Company in 1922 in
Boyne City, MI, with his son Russel, and then
later his son Al.

F.O. Barden and Son, Inc. continues to
serve communities across Northern Michigan
and remains headquartered in Boyne City.
This centennial milestone denotes the years of
service that the Barden family has dedicated
to the economic wellbeing of the area and the
lives of countless residents. Today, F.O.
Barden and Son, Inc. is still owned and oper-
ated by the family, and Frank Orin Barden’s
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son, Paul, serves as President of the com-
pany.

Madam Speaker, it's my honor to recognize
F.O. Barden and Son, Inc. for a century of
success and service to Northern Michigan.
Michiganders can take great pride in knowing
the First District is home to such dedicated
citizens. On behalf of my constituents, | wish
them all the best in their future endeavors.

————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE
HONORABLE NORMAN Y. MINETA

SPEECH OF

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 11, 2022

Ms. LOFGREN. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize our former colleague and my friend
Norman Mineta—an amazing man who broke
ground in so many ways and was thoroughly
committed to public service.

Norm’s commitment was strong despite the
injustices he and his family suffered. During
World War Il, they were sent from our shared
hometown of San Jose to an internment camp
in Wyoming. The imprisonment of Norm and
his family was a terrible wrong, but it never
interfered with Norm’s love of the United
States. He just kept going. Kept striving to
make our country better. To make it more in-
clusive.

| knew Norm since the 1970s. When Norm
was elected to the House of Representatives,
| worked with his office when | was a staffer
for my predecessor, Congressman Don
Edwards.

| always found Norm to be tenacious—fo-
cused on getting things done. And he did ac-
complish quite a lot. He authored the Civil Lib-
erties Act of 1988, which officially apologized
for the internment of Japanese-Americans dur-
ing World War Il. That meant so much to so
many people. Another law authored by Norm
was ISTEA, which set up many of the trans-
portation corridors we use today.

Norm and | only overlapped as Members of
Congress in 1995, but throughout the years,
I've looked up to his spirit of bipartisanship.
Norm, well-known as a transportation leader
and Chair of the Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture Committee, often said, “bridges and tun-
nels are not Democratic or Republican.” And
his ability to work across the aisle was useful
when he served as a Cabinet Member for
Presidents of both parties: Commerce Sec-
retary in President Bill Clinton’s Administra-
tion—and Transportation Secretary for George
W. Bush.

One thing | always found fascinating about
Norm was that he never forgot anyone’s
name. He could meet someone once . . . and
then, 10 years later walk up and know exactly
who that person was and when they first met.
Not many of us in this Chamber would be able
to do that, | presume.

And not many of us could say we achieved
so many “firsts.” Norm went from becoming
the first non-white Member of the San Jose
City Council to the first Asian American serv-
ing in two Presidential Cabinets. While, the
whole time, he served as an all-American rep-
resentative for his constituents.

Norm Mineta made a huge impact on our
San Jose community, and he changed our
country for the better. He will be missed.
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HONORING 25 YEARS OF THE
LORING JOB CORPS CENTER

HON. JARED F. GOLDEN

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 13, 2022

Mr. GOLDEN. Madam Speaker, | wish to
congratulate the Loring Job Corps Center in
Northern Maine on 25 years of dedicated sup-
port for young Mainers. Our nation’s Job
Corps programs are vital for preparing the
next generation for employment and furthering
their education. It is an honor to support their
mission to better the lives of Mainers and their
community through technical and academic
training. Since its first class of students in
1997, the Loring Job Corps Center has be-
come a bridge to assist over 12,000 young
adults earn their high school diplomas, build
careers, and obtain employment. None of this
would be possible without a team of com-
mitted staff, many of whom have been at the
Loring Job Corps Center for more than two
decades. It is with great pride and apprecia-
tion that | congratulate the Loring Job Corps
Center on 25 years of success, and | look for-
ward to what the next 25 years brings to this
important institution.

———

RECOGNIZING IGA NEPHROPATHY
DAY

HON. TED LIEU

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 13, 2022

Mr. LIEU. Madam Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize May 14th as IgA Nephropathy Awareness
Day. IgA Nephropathy (IgAN) is a rare auto-
immune disease that causes a person’s im-
mune system to attack the kidneys. Fewer
than 200,000 people are diagnosed with this
incurable condition per year in the United
States, yet it is one of the most common dis-
eases affecting the kidneys other than those
caused by high blood pressure or diabetes.

IgA Nephropathy is a condition in which an
abnormal build-up of a protein called
immunoglobulin A (IgA) causes the immune
system to attack the kidneys, often leading to
kidney damage and failure. The cause of ab-
normal IgA build-up in patients with this condi-
tion is unclear, though it is likely due in part
to genetic factors. While IgA Nephropathy im-
pacts women and men of every ethnicity, it is
most prevalent in those from Asian back-
grounds. In fact, kidney failure among Asian
Americans is 5 times more likely to be the re-
sult of IgA Nephropathy than among Cauca-
sians, and 15 times more likely compared to
African Americans.

Although IgA Nephropathy can develop at
any age, the National Organization for Rare
Disorders (NORD) notes that it most often af-
fects younger Americans, usually appearing
between the teen years and the late 30s. Fur-
thermore, according to the IgAN Foundation,
as many as half of those affected by IgAN will
develop end-stage kidney disease and eventu-
ally require dialysis or a kidney transplant.

As is often the case with rare diseases, the
diagnostic journey to IgA Nephropathy tends
to be long. There are usually little or no imme-
diate signs and symptoms. The disease
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causes inflammation that can trigger complica-
tions, including high blood pressure and
chronic kidney disease. In fact, many patients
are not diagnosed until they show some of
these complications and blood or protein in
the urine.

IgA Nephropathy was first identified in 1968,
and it is viewed as a condition without a cure.
While some patients have been able to delay
kidney decline and failure through lifestyle
changes, supplements, and medication, many
others have seen no effective treatments
whatsoever.

We believe this is about to change. The
FDA approved the first-ever medication for IgA
Nephropathy in late 2021. Another drug is cur-
rently under FDA review with more therapies
in phase 2 and 3 trials. Additionally, a growing
number of clinical trials are underway.

These advancements in IgA Nephropathy
treatment provide hope for so many patients
struggling with this chronic disease. It's impor-
tant we help raise awareness of this condition
to counter the fear and uncertainty that can
come with an IgA Nephropathy diagnosis.
More needs to be done to develop the means
for patients to manage their conditions and
live normal lives even while dealing with this
cruel disease.

| also want to salute by name the IgA
Nephropathy Foundation. On May 14, 2004,
Bonnie Schneider and her husband estab-
lished the IgA Nephropathy Foundation from
their home. Eddie, their 13-year-old son, had
been recently diagnosed with the condition,
and they saw firsthand the unmet need for an-
swers, resources, and a supportive community
for individuals with IgAN and their families.

In addition, | am proud to say that Califor-
nia’s 33rd Congressional District is fully en-
gaged in this effort, as IgA Nephropathy Foun-
dation Board Secretary Mary Schneider is
from Venice in my district.

So on May 14th, the 18th anniversary of its
founding, the IgA Nephropathy Foundation
and the entire IgAN community and partners
will come together to raise awareness about
this disease, while celebrating the strength of
those warriors who battle it every day. Their
hope is that this important day will drive peo-
ple to check their risk and recognize symp-
toms, improve awareness among primary care
physicians, build a stronger network of support
for patients, and encourage further research to
find effective therapies and, one day, a cure.

Madam Speaker, | want to thank the IgA
Nephropathy Foundation for creating this im-
portant day of awareness. | am proud to stand
with the brave Americans and their families
who must battle this disease and who con-
tinue in their efforts to educate the public on
IgA Nephropathy. On May 14th, we honor
them and all their efforts as we recognize IgA
Nephropathy Awareness Day.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF JEFFERSON UNION
HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, May 13, 2022

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize the Jefferson Union High School Dis-
trict upon the occasion of its 100th anniver-
sary. At inception, the district had one school,
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Jefferson High, which also recently celebrated
its 100th anniversary. Today, the district en-
compasses five schools across two cities serv-
ing over 4,000 students. The district also of-
fers an adult school program.

For the first thirty-six years, the district was
composed of Jefferson High School but in
1958 Westmoor High opened in Daly City. As
the City of Pacifica grew, Terra Nova opened
its doors in 1961, followed the next year by
Oceana. Serramonte opened in 1970 in Daly
City and then closed in 1981, although many
classes for the adult school continue at the
site as do district administrative functions.
Thornton High School, also in Daly City,
opened in 1975.

There were schools serving students before
the district existed. San Francisco provided
the main high schools, but in 1922 local lead-
ers realized that a nearer site was needed.

The school district officially commenced op-
erations on June 2, 1922, and the first mem-
bers of the school board were Matthew Grady,
chairperson, Stella Jensen, clerk, Florence
Stockton, Adolph Gehrenger, and Roderick
McDonald. Mr. Neill O. Best was the head of
the school and he had three colleagues, Gilda
Belloni, Gladys Lukes, and Barto Molineaux.
Over fifty students were in the entering class
of the district’s first school, and they had their
choice of multiple subjects including mathe-
matics, science, athletics/PE, Spanish, dra-
matics, commercial arithmetic, typing, book-
keeping, spelling, penmanship, civics, free
hand drawing, music and vocational guidance.

Today’s district offers classes spanning the
range of traditional high school subjects such
as English, math, science and social science,
but also includes advanced placement instruc-
tion for those who want to earn college cred-
its. Oceana offers a food and nutrition elective.
Jefferson’s website points students in the di-
rection of the Skyline Promise Program, a
pathway to free community college. At Terra
Nova, students may take ceramics while at
Westmoor ceramics and drawing are avail-
able. Bands, sports and other offerings keep
students throughout the district engaged. The
adult school offers classes in work training
and technology, English, high school diploma
and GED preparation, citizenship test prepara-
tion, and art.

Most importantly, the Jefferson Union High
School District is dedicated to serving the indi-
vidual needs of each student. A robust voca-
tional support system exists and of course col-
lege preparation is available to all. The cost of
living in our community is high, and rents force
many parents to struggle. The district offers
students additional services to assist with
household stresses.

On the same day as the celebration of the
district’'s 100th anniversary, the district will
also cut the ribbon on a 122-unit apartment
project that will offer employees rent at well
below market rates. This should help to sta-
bilize the districts employee base and
strengthen education over the years. A similar
strategy was enacted by the local community
college district and has been decisive in re-
ducing turnover. Taxpayers in the high school
district voted to support bonds to provide fund-
ing for this outstanding project. It was a very
wise choice. It will ease the financial pressure
on teachers and employees and will allow
them to live in the community in which they
teach. It's not quite a return to the 1960’s
when housing was far less expensive and
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much more plentiful, but this apartment devel-
opment is an example of public resources—
scarce public land—put to significant and ben-
eficial use for decades to come. Its success in
this and other endeavors is due to its superb
leadership. The Board of Trustees includes
Ms. Rosie Tejada, President, Mr. Andrew Lie,
Vice President, Ms. Kalimah Salahuddin,
Clerk, Mr. Nick Occhipinti and Ms. Carla Ng-
Garrett.

In closing, let me note that Jefferson Union
High School District achieves the goals of Hor-
ace Mann and other early advocates for free,
universal, public education. The district pre-
pares young people for their lives as citizens
in a democracy, and it equips them with skills
to enter the modem economy. Whether in the
trades or college, in our region or abroad,
whether in service to the public or to the pri-
vate sector, the graduates of Jefferson Union
High School District have a golden opportunity
to understand their current place in the world
and to create their own path for a great future.
On behalf of the community, | wish to extend
my sincere congratulations to the Jefferson
Union High School District. They are 100
years young, and ready to meet all chal-
lenges.

—————

RECOGNIZING SENIOR PASTOR
THOMAS ZOBRIST

HON. DARIN LaHOOD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 13, 2022

Mr. LAHOOD. Madam Speaker, | would like
to recognize Reverend Thomas (Tom) Zobrist,
Senior Pastor of Liberty Bible Church in Eure-
ka, IL, for being conferred an Honorary Doc-
torate Degree from Calvary University.

Prior to his service as senior pastor, Tom
served in the U.S. Air Force for six years as
a B-52 crew chief. After returning home from
his time in the military, Tom graduated from
Cavalry Bible College with a Pastoral Degree.
Tom was later called as pastor of the Liberty
Bible Church. As Senior Pastor of Liberty
Bible Church for the past 34 years, Tom has
faithfully been a shepherd for the congregation
of Liberty Bible Church.

Tom’s commitment to the Eureka commu-
nity and central lllinois is unquestionable. Over
the years, Tom has held influential roles with
the Board for the Brazil Gospel Fellowship
Mission, Calvary University Board of Trustees,
and IFCA Board of Directors. He has selflessly
dedicated his time as senior pastor to improv-
ing the lives of his congregation and strength-
ening his community. The religious values in-
stilled through Tom’s teachings will continue to
strengthen our community for years to come.

Our community has been fortunate to ben-
efit from the service and leadership of Tom
Zobrist. | extend my sincere congratulations to
Tom on being conferred an Honorary Doc-
torate Degree from Calvary University. | wish
him much success as he continues to lead a
life of service to the Eureka community and
central lllinois.
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HONORING THE INVESTITURE OF
THE HONORABLE JUDGE
YVONNA C. ABRAHAM

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 13, 2022

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Yvonna C. Abraham of
Dearborn Heights, Michigan, on the occasion
of her investiture as a judge of the Wayne
County Third Circuit Court. Appointed by Gov-
ernor Gretchen Whitmer on July 1, 2021,
Judge Abraham is the first Palestinian Amer-
ican judge in the state of Michigan. Her signifi-
cant contributions to our community are wor-
thy of commendation.

Judge Abraham is a graduate of the Univer-
sity of Michigan—Dearborn and earned her
law degree from the University of Detroit
Mercy. Prior to her appointment to the circuit
court, Judge Abraham served as magistrate
and director of probation for the 20th District
Court in Dearborn Heights. She also taught
courses in Business Law at Lawrence Techno-
logical University in Southfield. As a judge
serving in the Family Division, she handles
cases involving domestic relations; including
divorce, child custody, and personal protection
matters.

Paving the way for future legal profes-
sionals, Judge Abraham is the first Palestinian
American judge in the state of Michigan.
Known for her integrity and fairness in difficult
matters, Judge Abraham continues to serve
her neighbors inside and outside of the court-
room. A mentor to aspiring law students, she
serves on the court’s Diversity, Equity, and In-
clusion committee. She is also a member of
the State Bar Judicial Ethics Committee and
was President of the Michigan Association of
District Court Magistrates. At home she is a
member of the Wayne Mental Health Advisory
Board, the Women Lawyer Association of
Michigan, and the Arab American Women’s
Business Council Board. Judge Abraham re-
sides in Dearborn Heights with her husband
Marwan and daughter Lena.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring Judge Yvonna C. Abraham on
the occasion of her investiture as a judge of
the Wayne County Third Circuit Court. This is
a historic day and a culmination of Judge
Abraham’s lifetime of hard work and dedica-
tion to our community. We wish her the best
as she takes on this new role.

—————

HONORING BAILEY FORD ON THE
GRAND OPENING OF THEIR NEW
DEALERSHIP IN PLATTSBURGH

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 13, 2022

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Andrew Bailey on the
grand opening of Bailey Ford’s new state-of-
the-art facility in Plattsburgh, New York. The
Bailey family has been proudly serving the
Plattsburgh community in the auto industry for
four generations, and | look forward to their
continued success in the North Country.

The Bailey name has an extensive history in
the North Country auto industry. In 1942, Al-
bert Bailey, Sr., great-grandfather of current
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company President Andrew Bailey, opened his
first dealership in Dannemora. After the suc-
cess of his first dealership, Albert Sr. opened
a Ford dealership in the 1960’s with his son,
Lloyd.

In the eighty years since Albert Sr. opened
the first dealership, Bailey Ford has become a
staple in the North Country. In 2019, they ac-
quired an 8,000-square-foot facility in Platts-
burgh. Bailey Ford quickly outgrew this loca-
tion as sales skyrocketed by over 90%, de-
spite challenges posed by the pandemic. In
2021, the Baileys were ready to expand, and
they began construction on a brand-new
40,0000 square-foot dealership across town.
The new dealership is five times the size of
their current location, which will allow them to
expand their inventory and service capacity.
They will also bring new jobs to the Platts-
burgh community, as they are expected to
double their staff once the project is complete.

The Bailey family has continued to be com-
mitted to the development and success of the
North Country community for over eighty
years. We look forward to the opening of their
new dealership on May 14, 2022. On behalf of
New York’s 21st District, | would like to thank
and congratulate Andrew Bailey and the entire
team on this incredible achievement and wish
them the best of luck.

———

HONORING THE CHARITABLE
WORK OF WILLIAM LORENZ, JR.

HON. CHRIS JACOBS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 13, 2022

Mr. JACOBS of New York. Madam Speaker,
| rise today in recognition of Mr. William
Lorenz, Jrs devotion to our Western New
York communities.

Mr. Lorenz was born and raised in Buffalo,
New York and has lived there his entire life.
After high school, Mr. Lorenz attended
Canisius College and graduated with a degree
in political science and a classics minor. Mr.
Lorenz was also member of the Phi Alpha
Delta Law Fraternity at Canisius College, and
after completing his undergraduate studies,
Mr. Lorenz attended the University at Buffalo
School of Law, where he graduated with an in-
tellectual property concentration. Since grad-
uating from law school, Mr. Lorenz has
worked in the legal field, currently serving as
a Senior Associate for the Mura Law Group.

Mr. Lorenz has been volunteering in our
Western New York communities for several
years. He has raised thousands of dollars for
various charities including the Mental Health
Association of Erie County, Compeer of Great-
er Buffalo, Mercy Flight, Inc., and Hearts for
the Homeless. Mr. Lorenz has also donated
his time and expertise as a litigator by teach-
ing and coaching the Canisius College Mock
Trial Team.
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In 2020, during the height of the COVID-19
pandemic, Mr. Lorenz volunteered at social
distancing parades for children with special
needs, collected donations at food and blood
drives, and delivered groceries to those un-
able to get groceries for themselves.

While selflessly volunteering at these
events, Mr. Lorenz found that there was a
food shortage emergency in Western New
York. After this realization, he partnered with
FeedMore WNY to organize the first-ever
Superhero Food Drive and he is now recog-
nized as “Buffalo’s Best Batman.” Through
Mr. Lorenz’s efforts, the Superhero Food Drive
collected over 1,300 pounds of non-perishable
donations in a single day. These donations
were critical to helping those in need within
our Western New York communities.

| thank Mr. Lorenz for his commitment to
community service and his dedication to our
Western New York communities, and | believe
that Mr. Lorenz exemplifies what it means to
be a Western New Yorker.

Madam Speaker, please join me in thanking
Mr. Lorenz for service to our communities and
in honoring the positive impact he has made
and continues to have on New York's 27th
Congressional District.

———

HONORING RALENE BERGQUIST
FOR HER TEN YEARS OF SERV-
ICE TO THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES

HON. RON ESTES

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 13, 2022

Mr. ESTES. Madam Speaker, | rise on be-
half of the people of the 4th District of Kansas
to pay tribute to Ralene Bergquist as she re-
tires after ten years of service to our congres-
sional district.

Ralene Bergquist has faithfully served the
people of Kansas’ Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict for ten years. She began her career as a
U.S. House of Representatives district staffer
during the tenure of my predecessor, former
Kansas’ Congressman Mike Pompeo. When
Congressman Pompeo accepted the call to
become Director of the Central Intelligence
Agency, Ralene was instrumental in facilitating
the smooth and successful transition when |
first took office.

Ralene joined my district office shortly after
my special election. Despite all the changes
that come with a change in a district's Member
of Congress, Ralene remained as the familiar,
constant voice and compassionate listener for
the constituents of the Fourth District of Kan-
sas. She has served as the friendly face in the
lobby and office manager of our district office
for five years, following her five years of serv-
ice with former Rep. Pompeo.

Ralene’s dedication and work has been very
much appreciated and a great service to two
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members of Congress as well as the constitu-
ents of Kansas’ Fourth Congressional District.
| speak for myself and the entire D.C. and dis-
trict staff when | say we will miss Ralene after
she retires from congressional service.

We are excited to see what the future holds
for Ralene and wish her many blessings as
she enjoys more time with her husband, Kan-
sas State Representative Emil Bergquist, their
children, and their grandchildren.

| congratulate Ralene on a wonderful career
and say thank you from a grateful district.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE IMMI-
GRANTS’ ASSISTANCE CENTER

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 13, 2022

Mr. KEATING. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of the 50th anniversary of the
Immigrants’ Assistance Center of New Bed-
ford, Massachusetts.

Founded in 1971 by members of the New
Bedford Portuguese community, the Immi-
grants’ Assistance Center has served as an
invaluable resource to the Southcoast of Mas-
sachusetts for over 50 years. Working with
12,000 immigrants and non-English speakers
a year, the Immigrants’ Assistance Center pro-
vides case management and legal assistance
all throughout the immigration process and
road to citizenship. The multilingual staff offers
language and literacy classes and works tire-
lessly to ensure work force readiness by as-
sisting members of the immigrant community
obtain employment to become financially self-
sufficient.

With its dedicated staff advising clients on
the steps necessary to access essential re-
sources—such as food, clothing, shelter, and
healthcare—the Immigrants’ Assistance Cen-
ter is the organization that many look to for
guidance when first coming to the U.S. This
incredible organization assists members of the
community in a variety of circumstances and
across all ages. From their at-risk youth pro-
gram to their elder services program, which
provides healthcare coordination assistance as
well as a weekly Health, Wellness, and Social
program, it is clear why the Immigrants’ As-
sistance Center has grown to become a pillar
of the Greater New Bedford area.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to honor the
50th anniversary of the Immigrants’ Assistance
Center for their dedication to bettering their
community. | ask that my colleagues join me
in thanking them for their service and wishing
them all the best in the years to come.
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